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payers, since merchants would not continue to import
nor bakers to bake at a loss, and that, as all their
neighbours would hasten to buy in so cheap a market,
they would be ruining themselves for the advantage of
others.

Order had scarcely been restored at Marseilles when
an urgent message from the governor summoned the
self-constituted dictator to Aix. Here too a rabble,
composed less of the work-people of the town than of
all the vagabonds of the district, had attacked the town-
hall, compelled the First Consul to fly for his life, stoned
the philanthropic M. de Caraman, and plundered the
private and public granaries. Mirabeau appeared, he
was received, he said, like an idolised father, he organised
and armed the decent citizens and quelled the rioters.
A week later (April 4, 1789) he was returned at the
head of the poU as one of the four deputies of the
Commons of Aix. At Marseilles he barely secured his
election. The rich and influential merchants looked
upon him with suspicion, and his moderation had
probably alienated the mob. He naturally chose to sit
for the constituency which had shown the liveliest sense
of his merits.